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COUNCIL OF THE COUNTY OF MAUl

March 8, 2019

THE REGULAR MEETING OF THE COUNCIL OF THE COUNTY OF MAUl, STATE OF
HAWAII, WAS HELD IN THE COUNCIL CHAMBER. KALANA O MAUl BUILDING,
WAILUKU, HAWAII, ON FRIDAY, MARCH 8, 2019, BEGINNING AT 9:00 A.M., WITH
CHAIR KELLY T. KING PRESIDING.

CHAIR KING: Good morning, everyone. And, good morning, Councllmembers. Today Is the
Maul County Council regular Council meeting of March 8, 2019. It is 9:00 a.m. and the
meeting Is now called to order.

Mr. Clerk, roll call. Oh, let me first ask everyone to silence any noisemaking devices
that they have. And, we'll go to roll call. Mr. Clerk.

ROLL CALL

PRESENT: COUNCILMEMBERS NATALIE A. KAMA, ALICE L. LEE,
MICHAEL J. MOLINA, TAMARA A.M. PALTIN, SHANE M.
SINENCI, YUKI LEI K. SUGIMURA, VICE-CHAIR KEANI N.W.
RAWLINS-FERNANDEZ AND CHAIR KELLY T. KING.

EXCUSED: COUNCILMEMBER G. RIKI HOKAMA.

(Councilmember Hokama anived during roll call at 9:01 a.m.)

COUNTY CLERK JOSIAH K. NISHITA: Madam Chair, there are nine Members present.
A quorum Is present to conduct the business of the Council.

CHAIR KING: Okay, thank you, Mr. Clerk.

Today we have opening remarks by Mr. Mike Molina.
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OPENING REMARKS

The opening remarks were offered by Councilmember Michael J. Molina.

CHAIR KING: While we're standing, can I ask everyone to join me in the Pledge of
Allegiance?

PLEDGE OF ALLEGIANCE

The Members of the Council, and others in attendance, rose and recited the Pledge of
Allegiance.

CHAIR KING: Thank you. You may be seated.

Okay, Mr. Clerk.

DEPUTY COUNTY CLERK: Madam Chair, proceeding with ceremonial resolutions.

CEREMONIAL RESOLUTIONS

RESOLUTION

NO. 19-38

RECOGNIZING MARCH 2019 AS RED CROSS

MONTH IN THE COUNTY OF MAUI

CHAIR KING: Ms. Paltin. Councilmember Paltin.

COUNCILMEMBER PALTIN: Thank you. Chair.

I MOVE TO ADOPT THE RESOLUTION ENTITLING, ENTITLED
"RECOGNIZING MARCH 2019 AS RED CROSS MONTH IN

THE COUNTY OF MAUI".

VICE-CHAIR RAWLINS-FERNANDEZ:

I SECOND.
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CHAIR KING: Okay, moved by Councilmember Paltin, seconded by Vice-Chair Keani
Rawlins-Fernandez.

Ms. Paltin

COUNCILMEMBER PALTIN: Thank you, Chair. May I ask that the Clerk read the, read the
resolution in its entirety?

CHAIR KING: Mr. Clerk.

(The resolution was read in its entirety.)

CHAIR KING: Thank you, Mr. Clerk.

And, I think we skipped over, just because we had no one signed up, is there anybody
wanting to testify on the ceremonial resolution?

Okay, seeing none, we'll go back to Councilmember Paltin.

COUNCILMEMBER PALTIN: Thank you. Chair. It's an honor to recognize March 2019 as
Red Cross Month here in Maui County. We would like to send a heartfelt mahalo to
the American Red Cross and its volunteers here in Maui County and beyond our
shores. In Hawaii, the Red Cross boasts a long history rich in volunteerism and
spanding [sic] over ICQ years. Throughout their service to our community, the Red
Cross and its volunteers have acted as an important resource lending a helping hand
in the face of disaster and during some of the most critical moments in our modern
history. Again, mahalo to the American Red Cross for your service to this community.

CHAIR KING: Thank you, Councilmember Paltin.

Councilmembers, any other comments? If not, we're in deliberation now.

So, Councilmember Sugimura.

COUNCILMEMBER SUGIMURA: I'd like to support the resolution. Thank you very much,
Ms. Paltin for bringing this up as I totally agree with the value of the work that they do
in our community, and really in the world. So, I support this and wholeheartedly give
my support. Thank you.
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CHAIR KING: Thank you, Ms. Sugimura.

Councilmember Molina.

COUNCILMEMBER MOLINA: Thank you very much, Madam Chair. I too would like to extend
my appreciation to Member Paltin for bringing to light this resolution in recognizing the
Red Cross. And you know, they're always there whenever a disaster occurs. And
what really brought back a memory for me was the passage about their support for our
military and our military families. As a way much younger man when I was in the
military, we had severai incidents that happened where I was stationed at, and the Red
Cross was always there, and especially to keep the families in touch with one another,
so that was so very important. So, all of our mahalo to the American Red Cross, both
here in Hawaii and across the world. Thank you.

CHAIR KING: Thank you. Thank you, Mr. Molina.

Any other, Councilmember Kama.

COUNCILMEMBER KAMA: Thank you. Chair King. I want to thank Tamara for bringing this
up. And this touches my heart. I'm, like Councilmember Molina, our very first
Christmas spent in Manheim, Germany. I was eight years old, and we just moved there
in, in October of that year. We weren't prepared as a Hawaiian family. This was our
first trip across the ocean and we had nothing that very first year in terms of
Thanksgiving or Christmas. But, Red Cross was there with me, and my dad, and our
nine siblings that I had and, and they just were there for us. And I just want to
remember that and, and thank the Red Cross for always being there for all of us. Thank
you.

CHAIR KING: Thank you, Ms. Kama.

Any other comments? If not, I would like to add my mahaio. And i think it's pretty well
known that we have an outstanding Red Cross volunteer force here on Maui. We've
been leaders in a lot of environmental efforts and we're also leaders in the emergency
management aid that we give. And so, big mahalos from the County. And I'm so glad
that we have at least three of you I think, we were hoping for six but, oh, we got four
now? Okay. Five? Oh okay, we have five now; five members to receive this honor.

And we'll go ahead, and now if there are no other comments take the vote. All those
in favor of the resolution say "aye".
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AYES: COUNCILMEMBERS HOKAMA, KAMA. LEE,
MOLINA. PALTIN. SINENCI. SUGIMURA.
VICE-CHAIR RAWLINS-FERNANDEZ. AND
CHAIR KING.

CHAIR KING: Any opposed.

NOES: NONE.

CHAIR KING: Resolution passes unanimously.

Ms. Paltin.

COUNCILMEMBER PALTIN: Chair, may I ask the Director of the Maui County Office for the
American Red Cross Hawaii State Chapter. Michele Biair. as well as Shannan Pyland.
Gloria Chee. Jim Jackson, and Merry Tamashiro come to the floor to receive their lei?

CHAIR KING: Okay. Please come down. Thank you.

MS. MICHELE BLAIR: Hi. good morning. Thank you for acknowledging, my name changed
somewhere in there. Michele Blair. I did get married last year, I was Liberty. So.
confusing a few people this morning.

But thank you so much all of you for taking the time to recognize the work that, that we
do as Red Cross. As all of you. I think all of you know. I'm the only staff person for
Maui County. Everything, everybody else that works with me, they're all volunteers.
And 1. 1 think I'm very lucky to get to work with people that work from their heart day In
and day out. So. again, just thank you for all of that.

Last summer was a rough one with hurricane season. One thing I want to say is that,
from Red Cross standpoint, we've been moderate-risk label, moderate risk for years.
I just saw paperwork come through that Hawaii and the Pacific Island region Is now
considered high-risk. I asked the question, no. It doesn't mean I get more staff on
Island. But. it does mean we might get additional assets.

So. looking forward to housing shipments. Incoming shipments that I'm being promised
of additional cots, blankets, ice chests, tents, tarps. you know, some of the very basic
supplies. But. as we all know, and now we've had some experience with it. when
something happens it takes more than just the Red Cross volunteers, right? It takes
the entire community to come together, work together and just, and do the best that
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we can to make sure our people are taken care of. So again, thank you for recognizing
Red Cross.

CHAIR KING: Thank you so much, Mrs. Blair. And thank you for that information that we are
now high-risk. We'll definitely take that under advisement.

MS. BLAIR: Yea, let's just hope we don't have another summer that looks like last summer.
We keep hearing those words "El Nino" and hoping that that's not the case.

CHAIR KING: Right. Right. Well, we'll be in touch. Thank you.

MS. BLAIR: Thank you.

CHAIR KING: Thank you, everybody.

MS. BLAIR. And, these smell wonderful. Thank you.

CHAIR KING: Can you just give them a quick round of applause to our Red Cross?

Okay, Mr. Clerk, can we just check and see if there are any more testimony for the
next ceremonial resolution? Did we get any, any~

COUNTY CLERK: Madam Chair, no one has signed up to provide testimony on ceremonial
resolutions.

CHAIR KING: Okay, then we, with no objections, we'll close ceremonial resolution testimony.

MEMBERS VOICED NO OBJECTION.

CHAIR KING: Okay, closed.

Mr. Clerk.

COUNTY CLERK: For the record, RESOLUTION 19-38.

RESOLUTION

NO. 19-39

RECOGNIZING MARCH 2019 AS WOMEN'S

HISTORY MONTH IN MAUl COUNTY
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CHAIR KING; Thank you, Mr. Clerk.

Councilmember Lee.

COUNCILMEMBER LEE: Thank you. Madam Chair.

I MOVE FOR THE ADOPTION OF THE RESOLUTION.

COUNCILMEMBER SUGIMURA:

SECOND.

CHAIR KING: Moved by Councilmember Lee, seconded by Councilmember Sugimura.

COUNCILMEMBER LEE: Madam Chair, can we have the Clerk read the resolution in its
entirety?

CHAIR KING: Mr. Clerk.

(The resolution was read in its entirety.)

CHAIR KING: Thank you, Mr. Clerk.

Councilmember Lee.

COUNCILMEMBER LEE: Thank you, Madam Chair. As noted in the resolution, today there
are an unprecedented six females on the Maui County Council. I hope that number
grows to even more. However, maybe we should keep one male on the Council for
affirmative action purposes. We thank all of the women Councilmembers who blazed
a bright trail for all of us.

May we be a shining and guiding light for the women who serve after us. May our
footsteps be well-defined and provide a clear and meaningful direction and vision. May
we leave them with many successes and a strong foundation from which they can build
upon to benefit many future generations in Maui County. I urge my fellow colleagues
to support and adopt this resolution. Thank you.

CHAIR KING: Thank you, Ms. Lee.

Members, any other comments anyone would like to make?

Councilmember Molina.
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COUNCILMEMBER MOLINA: Yea, thank you very much, Madam Chair. And I want to thank
my colleague from Wailuku, Ms. Lee, for introducing this resolution. And you know, I
think it's upon every man and woman should play a role for promoting a balance for
better in the workplace, at home, in education, and in the political arena.

And speaking of which, as Ms. Lee touched upon with the Council, there's two-thirds
of the Members are women. And also, nearly 30 percent of our elected officials in the
State Legislature are women as well. And in Congress, 35 women won their election
for the first time in the 116"^ Congress. So, that is quite significant.

So, on this day, we need to reflect and recognize that we must continue to work harder
for more gender balance; celebrate women's achievements, and raise awareness
against bias, and take action for equality. Thank you.

CHAIR KING: Thank you, Mr. Molina.

Councilmember Paltin.

COUNCILMEMBER PALTIN: Thank you. Chair. I just wanted to recognize some of the ladies
in the gallery today who've been fighting long and hard for equity in the pay of clerical
skilled workers. You know, as you know, many of our clerks are women or, and or
single-mothers. And I think that, you know, with the qualifications and all the work that
they do on a daily basis to keep the County running, this resolution really recognizes
folks like them. And I'd really like to thank you guys for coming and give you guys my
support.

CHAIR KING: Thank you, Ms. Paltin.

Councilmember Sugimura.

COUNCILMEMBER SUGIMURA: Yea, thank you. I, I'd like to thank Councilmember Lee for
bringing this up. And today is also international, it's also International Women's Month.
And I know that, interesting enough how, as history has gone, we've also had to peek
our head out and figure out how we can be recognized. And people like Ms. Lee and
this resolution certainly brings light to the fact of all the many things that women do
and, of course, mothers and, you know, all the, the roles that we play in our lives.

So, appreciate this. I, I, I enjoy working on this Council with, with the majority of us
being women. And I have to say that I think most of us when we sit in these chairs that
we actually have a way of seeing things with a third eye, and that's the women's
intuition. So, thank you very much.
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CHAIR KING: Thank you, Ms. Sugimura.

Any other comments?

Councilmember Hokama.

COUNCILMEMBER HOKAMA: Chairman, thank you. I would just like to say that it's been
wonder, interesting and wonderful to see the progression, because Maui County has
always appreciated, in my perspective, the women's participation in our government.
In the 1950's, early 1950's, we already had elected the late Caroline Rodrigues of
Molokai to be on our predecessor, the Maui County Board of Supervisors. So, women
have been playing a part in elected politics in our County for a very long time. And I
think, you know, it's great to see the progression. And I would agree with my, the
comments of my colleague from Wailuku, that yea, we look fonward to you doing it even
better. Thank you.

CHAIR KING: Thank you, Mr. Hokama.

Councilmember, Council Vice-Chair Rawlins-Fernandez.

VICE-CHAIR RAWLINS-FERNANDEZ: Mahalo, Chair. I'd just like to thank Ms.,
Councilmember Lee, for this resolution today. And I agree with everyone's comments.
And on top of having two-third majority of women, we also have all women in leadership
in our Council; our Chair, Vice-Chair, and Pro Temp. So, I think, I don't know if that's
a first too.

CHAIR KING: That's a first as well.

VICE-CHAIR RAWLINS-FERNANDEZ: Amazing. And so, you know, in dog-tailing off of the
comments provided by Councilmember Paltin, I think, you know, we should end the
gender discrimination in pay and really lead by example by providing equity to our
women workers in the County. So, mahalo.

CHAIR KING: Mahalo Member Rawlins-Fernandez.

Any other?

Councilmember Sinenci.

COUNCILMEMBER SINENCI: Thank you. Chair. I too would like to recognize all the, the
women. And not just this month, but for, for the rest of the year. I appreciate all those
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women that are, they're in leadership roles. And I, I look forward to, to working with,
with all the other Councilmembers. So, again, mahalo.

CHAIR KING: Thank you, Mr. Sinenci.

Any other comments? I think everybody has spoken, so I'll just add my, my support
for this resolution. And, and actually, today is International Women's Day, so it's very
fortuitous that we're making this resolution on this day. And hearing that the theme
this year is "Visionary Women: Champions of Peace" is even more coincident, I don't
know if it's a coincidence, but today the Maui Peace Action is, is honoring five peace
heroes in their evening ceremony today. So, I'll be presenting congratulatory
certificates from the Council for that as well.

I also wanted to comment that one of our friends out here who often testifies, when I
mentioned to him today on the way in that today is International Women's Day, he
joked that women are taking all the men's jobs. And all I could think of to say back
was, it's about time.

So, it's with great joy that I support this resolution. And also because one of my, my
staff members heads up, is the Chair of the Committee on the Status of Women, and
so I was in DC for the NACo conference last week and I picked up this t-shirt for her
that says, "There is no force equal to that of a determined woman". And I think that
says it all, why we're honoring them today.

So, with that, all those in favor of the resolution say "aye".

AYES: COUNCILMEMBERS HOKAMA, KAMA, LEE,
MOLINA, PALTIN, SINENCI, SUGIMURA,
VICE-CHAIR RAWLINS-FERNANDEZ, AND
CHAIR KING.

CHAIR KING: All those opposed.

NOES: NONE.

CHAIR KING: Okay. Motion passes unanimously.

And Ms. Lee, would you like to call up the folks to receive the resolution?

COUNCILMEMBER LEE: Yes. Thank you. Chair. We'd like to call up the Chair of the Maui
County Committee on the Status of Women, Kate Griffiths, and along, and we have
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several members of the Committee and maybe we can introduce them, Kate, if you
don't mind. Thank you.

CHAIR KING: Can you come up to the podium? Can you come up to the podium and-

COUNCILMEMBER KAMA: I have been given this task with great pride and great joy. I'm
not sure if many of you know, but you know, Hawaii is a maternalistic society. We have
leaders who are all women and we acknowledge that. And that's why when you look
at Hawaiian families it's usually the mom who's actually the real boss.

But today, it is fitting that this resolution is today. I'll tell you, I was just on the radio
and they said that on behalf of International Women's Day, we should all wear purple,
so I decided to wear purple today.

So, women have been compared to water. We adapt to our environments. We are
the givers of life and more often than not we can be taken for granted. So, on behalf
of the County of Maui's Committee on the Status of Women, we humbly offer this
resolution that recognizes March as Women's History Month. This year, the theme is
"Visionary Women: Champions of Peace and Nonviolence".

If we look back at our island's history, we can see some of the great examples:

1) Our sacred Queen Keopuolani. She is the woman, that on her death bed, had given
our State motto to her son; "Da Mau ke Ea o ka 'Aina i ka Pono". And that's what
started who we are today and what we are today as people.

Queen Liliuokalani, she abdicated her thrown to protect her people, but also with the
hopes that one day that thrown would be restored. And today, people are still working
on that.

3) Queen Kapiolani. She's best remembered for founding the Queen's Kapiolani
Center, which is now today called "Kapiolani Women and Children's Hospital".

4) Queen Emma. She was the founder of "Queen's Hospital". And when she founded
that hospital, medical assistance was free to all the people in the kingdom.

5) Morrnah Nakamalu [sic] Simeona is the Hawaiian healer best known for
reinterpreting Ho'oponopono, the ancient Hawaiian reconciliation process that we
understand today to be mediation.

6) From Haunani Kay Trask to her sister, and we remember her sister, right; Ka Lahui
Hawaii, that was who she was. Representative Patsy Mink, Joyce Kainoa, Dora Kim
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Moon, to Queen Kaahumanu; women of Hawaii have been stepping up, championing
their causes and making a difference in their communities and the world. And we are
here today as has been said. Thank you.

CHAIR KING: Mahalo, Councilmember Kama.

Kate, did you want to say a few words, as the Chair of the Committee on the Status of
Women?

MS. KATE GRIFFITHS: I just want to say we're honored to receive the resolution. And I think
it's fantastic that we honor a month to Women's History Month. And as we're coming
into our power, I look forward to many more years to come of some great work that
we're going to be doing; especially here on the island and also worldwide. Mahalo.

CHAIR KING: Thank you, appreciate it.

Okay. Mr. Clerk.

COUNTY CLERK: For the record, RESOLUTION 19-39.

Madam Chair, proceeding with the presentation of testimony on agenda items. We
have established limited interactive communication that enables individuals from Hana,
Lanai, and Molokai, to provide testimony from our District Offices.

Individuals who wish to offer testimony from Hana, Lanai, and Molokai, should now
sign up with District Office staff. Individuals who wish to offer testimony in the chamber,
please sign up at the desk located in the eighth-floor lobby just outside the chamber
door. Testimony at all locations is limited to the items listed on today's agenda.

When testifying, please state your name and the name of any organization you
represent. Please also identify to the Council if you are a paid lobbyist.

Currently, we have one testifier at our Molokai District Office, and nine, eleven testifiers
in the Council chamber.

Molokai Office, please identify yourself and introduce your first testifier.

MS. ZHANTELL LINDO: Aloha, Chair. This is Zhan at the Molokai District Office. We have
one testifier; Mahina Poepoe on item 19-24, number 14.



Regular Meeting of the Council of the County of Maul
March 8. 2019

Page 13

PRESENTATION OF WRITTEN OR ORAL TESTIMONY

MS. MAHINA POEPOE ftestlfvlno on Committee Report 19-241:

Hi. This is Mahina Poepoe, testifying on item 19-24, number 14, regarding new and
reappointments to the Molokai Planning Commission. I want to start by speaking in
support of appointing Lori Buchanan to the Molokai Planning Commission. She
currently serves as the Chair, which is something no one else wanted to do. She
initiated a TIG to review the rules of the Commission and that is still in the process.

Under the previous Administration, different Mayor, different Council, Lori came into
the Commission less than two years ago. And at that time, the Commission was
staffed with development interests, realtors, short-term rental consultant, businesses,
a business that is often contracted by the developer for work. It was a rubberstamp
commission at that time. When that scheme was exposed and called out by the
community, those commissioners dropped like flies. The Commission was crippled, it
could barely get quorum, there was lots of cancelled meetings.

Commissioner Buchanan worked to restore it; the integrity and public trust in the
Commission. And that was a trust that at that time had been lost. She is incredibly
knowledgeable of the process. It blows my mind sometimes like how she can just pull
information from her memory. She implements and always considers our community
plan in her decision making. I think that if any of you could experience Ms. Buchanan
in action, you would understand her value and why we can't lose her. Everybody wants
her on their committees and commissions.

I also want to support Aunty Bridget Mowat being appointed. She is very involved in
our community. She actually attends commission meetings on a regular basis and is
sometimes the only other person there beside myself. This has been a long time
coming for her, you know. I know she's been on the list, had her application in for
years and years, and has been passed up continuously, most likely just for political
reasons. But, I'm, I'm excited because I think Aunty Bridget will bring a perspective
that will, I'm excited to see because it'll be like a transition from the role of testifier to
commissioner. And, yea, so I support Aunty Bridget.

I also want to support the reappointment of Laakea Poepoe. I should preface this by
saying that he's also my husband. He serves as the cultural expert. He too came into
the Commission when it was cancelling meetings because of quorum issues and the
corruption being exposed. But, he hasn't missed a single meeting. He, you know,
uses his vacation hours to take off of work to go to these meetings. And he, he self-
educates, he reads, researches. He makes sure that he's familiar with the information
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he needs to be and equips himself with the tools necessary to be a competent
commissioner. He is also an advocate for the community plan. And I just want to say
that I would have no problem testifying against him if I felt like he wasn't doing a good
job, like that's how much this means to me.

I don't always expect to agree with the decisions these commissioners made, make.
You know, I've disagreed with decisions my husband has made before. It's about being
able to trust the decision that you don't agree with and at least be able to trust that they
were well informed and that there are no financial incentives behind them. So, I
support these appointments of these individuals and I hope that you will too. Thank
you.

CHAIR KING: Thank you, Ms. Poepoe.

Any questions for the testifier? Seeing none, thank you for your testimony.

Mr. Clerk.

COUNTY CLERK: Next testifier in the chamber is Shay Chan Hodges, testifying on County
Communications 19-100, 19-107 and 108. To be followed by Ian Chan Hodges.

MS. SHAY CHAN HODGES ftestifvina on Countv Communication Nos. 19-100.19-107. and

19-1081:

Good morning. Chair. Good morning. Council. Happy International Women's Day and
Month. And I would like to add just to Vice-Chair Keani Rawlins about the gender pay
discrimination, how about some paid family leave and onsite childcare for County
workers? So, I am testifying on the three items. I don't think I need nine minutes, but
I hope I can, I think I'll need a little more than three for the three.

So, very briefly, I'd like to speak on CC 19-100, the Opportunity Zones Conference,
which I attended last month. And just for your information, part of why we did attend
was because we wanted to speak to the San Francisco Federal Reserve about the
Bank of America commitment which I'm, the other two items on here. And we were
able to do that, but we also found that the conference itself was very relevant to a
different project that we're working on and which like the Bank of America efforts relates
to holding corporations accountable, but in a more proactive way.

So, I'm guessing that the other Councilmembers who are going to speak about the
Opportunity Zone Conference will mention the fact that part of what the objective of the
conference was, was to talk about the connection between health and social issues



Regular Meeting of the Council of the County of Maui
March 8. 2019
Page 15

and economic security, right? And I think we all know that if, and that's part of why the
Bank of America issue is so important and affordable housing is so important.

You know, investing in communities really can help with a range of challenges that
individuals and families face. But, an issue that was raised at the conference is how
money is invested and how do we put standards in place to ensure that the investments
that we need to have in our communities actually have a positive impact as determined
by the people in the community? So, anyway, in general, I think when we look around
.  . . we're seeing that that's an issue that's coming up more and more and that's
something that the project that we're developing is related to, and so I just wanted to
mention that. And we'll come back at another time and talk about that.

CHAIR KING: Ms., Ms. Chan Hodges.

MS. CHAN HODGES: Yea.

CHAIR KING: Can I just, if, if you're done with that, can I just see if any of the Councilmembers
have a question on that issue?

MS. CHAN HODGES: Oh, sure, sure.

CHAIR KING: Does anybody have a question? And just for your information that this is a
referral, so it will go to the Healthy Families and Communities Committee and be further
deliberated on there.

MS. CHAN HODGES: Okay.

CHAIR KING: So, hopefully we can receive your testimony there was well. Thank you.

MS. CHAN HODGES: Okay, cool.

CHAIR KING: Next item.

MS. CHAN HODGES: So, yes, I'd like to talk about CC 19-107, which was introduced by
Councilmember Molina and then 19-108 from Councilmember Kama, both of which
relate to Bank of America and the $150 million loan commitment for Native Hawaiians
on Hawaiian Home Lands.

So, basically, what I wanted to do was give you folks an update. As you know and
most of you, well some of you were here, so even though some of the new
Councilmembers, well actually I'm sorry, I'll start again.
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Back in November, the previous Council did approve a resolution supporting the
Governor's efforts to hold Bank of America accountable on the $150 million Federal
Reserve commitment. And even though some of the, or the new Members who are
here now did not vote on that reso, almost every single person here, well everybody
expressed support and almost every single person wrote their own personal letter to
Cathy Bessant who is responsible for making the commitment in 1998; requesting that
she come and meet with Kehau Filimoe'atu of Na Po'e Kokua to resolve the $150
million commitment as requested by Governor David Ige.

And as we stated in the past, other leaders and members of the community have also
sent letters; including State Legislators, now Mayor Victorino, OHA Rep Hulu Lindsey,
teachers, pastors, others in our community. We met with Mayor Victorino on Monday,
who recommitted his support. And he stated his interest in putting teeth into future
County actions, so I wanted to relay that.

This week. Senator Kai Kahele introduced two reso, resolutions, very similar to what
the County passed in November. One of the resolutions is just a Senate-only one, and
then the other one is a concurrent, so it's going to go over to the House. And just for
your information, many members of the House from Maui have also sent letters to
Cathy Bessant. And as far as the Kai Kahele resolution, all three of our Maui Senators
are also on that. And two of them also sent letters last fall, and the third, Kalani English,
definitely, absolutely supports us and he was part of the whole effort since 1994.

And last Friday, Na Po'e Kokua board president Kehau Filimoe'atu, board member
Brandon Makaawaawa, and Ian Chan Hodges met with the Governor and two staff
members to discuss next steps. And as with the Councilmembers, there has been
limited response from Bank of America. They do keep claiming that they fulfilled the
commitment, but they have absolutely no evidence whatsoever of fulfilling the FHA 247
loans, which are mortgages on Hawaiian Home Lands.

We also discussed a FOIA when we were here last, and the Mayor, or I'm sorry, the
Governor submitted that FOIA back in the summer. And finally, in January, after
several delays, the Federal Reserve did provide documents. They did not include all
the internal documents that we requested, and so we are now currently working on an
appeal. We continue to be in touch with Brian Schatz's general counsel and to look at
ways of encouraging the Federal Reserve to enforce its own rules.

And there are other strategies that we are pursuing. I did want to mention, also, Jeff
Gilbreath who was here couple weeks ago and talked about Hawaiian Community
Assets. And what you may not realize is that Hawaiian Community Assets was
established as a direct result of the efforts against Bank of America who in 1998 when
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they tried to merge with Nations Bank and they recommitted to the $150 million, they
also agreed to a $4.5 million late fee. And that late fee was supposed to go towards
establishing a Native Hawaiian bank.

And unfortunately, that did not happen, but the good news is what did come out of that
was Hawaiian Community Assets. And as you probably heard from Jeff, they've done
a huge amount of good. And so, we feel very proud that that was one of the outcomes
of it. And, Jeff is going to the National Community Reinvestment Coalition. There's a
meeting happening, and he is going to be speaking with the Federal Reserve, and I
think Bank of America may be there, but he's going to be also talking about the
recommitment. So, on a national level, also, we're working with other community
activists.

And then finally, the last strategy that I'm just going to mention, and Ian will talk about
further, is we're currently evaluating the strategy, and I think you have a four-page
document about it, but it refers to holding Bank of America accountable on a different
issue which is not about Hawaiian Home Lands but it is about Maui residents and its

ongoing criminal foreclosure fraud in Hawaiian courts. And I will let him talk about that
and thank you very much.

CHAIR KING: Thank you.

Councilmembers, any questions? We might have some after Ian comes up. But, thank
you for your testimony.

MS. CHAN HODGES: Okay. Thank you.

CHAIR KING: Mr. Clerk, next testifier.

COUNTY CLERK: Next testifier is Ian Chan Hodges, testifying on County Communications
19-107 and 19-108. To be followed by Daniel Kanahele.

MR. IAN CHAN HODGES ftestifvina on Countv Communication Nos. 19-107 and 19-108):

Good morning. Good morning. Madam Chair and Members of the Council. Happy
International Women's Day. Just as a quick comment on that, my, my first job after
high school was I worked with Patsy Mink when she was running for Governor, I
worked on her campaign. I actually wasn't that good at those kind of things then and
she didn't win. I thought it was my fault.
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But. I did want to say that Patsy Mink, as you probably already know, grew up on Maui
and had a huge impact on women's issues and also other issues nationally and was
responsible for passing Title IX, which resulted in more equity for women in, in not only
sports but also education. So, I wanted to, just to acknowledge Patsy Mink and thank
her for hiring me despite my lack of knowledge back then.

I'm actually testifying on County Communications 19-107 and County Communication
19-108, both relating to Bank of America. And, I wanted to follow up on what, what
Shay Chan Hodges, my wife, said earlier, and talk about first of all sort of go back over
what's happened recently and then talk about a sort of respectful request that, that
these two items that the 19-107 get referred to the GET Committee, and 19-108 be
refers to Economic Development and Budget Committee.

And the reason for this is we want, a lot of things are happening with the Bank of
America thing and we did, as Shay Chan Hodges mentioned, we did actually meet with
the Governor on Friday and with the Mayor on Monday and had a number of other
meetings also this week. And ideally those items would be in those Committees so we
have, the Council has the maximum flexibility to sort of respond to ongoing events,
including the possibility of actually working with the State and potentially cost-sharing
with the State on, on some of these strategies and having a, a partnership with the
State and holding Bank of America accountable.

I wanted to address this, this physical strategy that Shay referred to earlier. And I think
you may have this four-page document in front of you which is, which titled
"SUPPORTING EFFORTS TO WITHHOLD BANK OF AMERICA ACCOUNTABLE TO
THE RULE OF LAW FOR ITS ONGOING CRIMINAL AND FORECLOSURE FRAUD

IN THE HAWAIIAN COURTS". And I do want to thank the County Clerk's Office. This,
this was actually sent to them this morning but things are happening so quickly, we just
didn't have it, so I want to thank them for their efficiency in kind of dealing with this, this
matter.

But very briefly, I'm going to review this, that shortly before the, the previous Council
passed the, the resolution requesting the Bank of America actually honor the
Governor's invitation to return to Hawaii and fulfill the commitment, there was a CNBC
article and actually a news broadcast that was published on an attorney in Florida
called, his name is Mr. Bruce Jacobs. And I saw that, saw that story and actually
contacted Mr. Jacobs, and basically talked to him about the actions that he was taking
against Bank of America in Florida.

And what that, what that CNBC story talked about was Bank of America actually
purging two billion bank records related to mortgages. And I just wanted to sort of refer
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to a couple items here that in, this, this also references the mortgage settlement that
happened in 2012 that the State of Hawaii was involved in and the State of Hawaii, out
of that settlement, received $7.9 million. And actually. Hawaiian Community Assets,
again, received part of that settlement.

And basically, what, what's been happening is that Mr. Bruce Jacob, Mr. Bruce Jacobs,
in, in defending clients who have been foreclosed on had discovery where he
determined that evidence of Bank of America actually forging documents and
continued to do the practices they did before the mortgage settlement. And basically,
Mr. Jacobs has filed pleadings in various trial and appellate courts with evidence that
Bank of America continued to present false documents, forgeries, perjure testimony,
defy court orders, and even ordered destruction of nearly two billion documents into
fines of a court order subpoena for those records.

Mr. Jacobs' pleadings has repeatedly asserted that Bank of America engaged in this
criminal misconduct in foreclosures from Miami to Maui and every judicial foreclosure
State in between. And those pleadings included pleadings before the U.S. Supreme
Court. And he does actually mention specifically in his pleadings, the State of Hawaii
and Maui County, because these kind of things are happening here as well.

We actually had the opportunity earlier this week to have a conversation between
Mr. Jacobs and Corporation Counsel Pat Wong, just looking into the, the issue of is
this, you know, what's the applicability of the acts that Mr. Jacobs has been taking to
the State of Hawaii and Maui County? And thanks to, to Corporation Counsel Wong,
we found out about the ruling by the Intermediate Court of Appeals of the State of
Hawaii that was issued this past Monday, March 4, with a Intermediate Court of
Appeals determined in a case, Zimmerman Hansen v. Bank of America, that the Bank
of America engaged in unfair and deceptive trade practices by fabrication that,
fabrication of assignment that made to the intent to deceive or create confusion or
misunderstanding, for the plaintiff and the public, and the courts, as to the authority to
transfer the, our plaintiffs property knowing he was incompetent and unreliable
evidence in assertion of a foreclosure.

And basically what we're looking at here, this goes back to what, what Mayor Victorino
and also in our conversations with the Governor of looking for different ways to have
teeth to hold Bank of America accountable. This isn't, isn't just related to Hawaiian
Home Lands, but also to mortgages all over the State of Hawaii and nationally. So, I
wanted to make a reference to that. And with that, my testimony is complete. Thank
you very much.
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CHAIR KING: Thank you, Ian.

Any questions for Mr. Chan Hodges?

Councllmember Kama.

COUNCILMEMBER KAMA: So, what role do you see the Council playing in trying to hold
Bank of America accountable?

MR. CHAN HODGES: So, that, that I think there's a couple different potential roles. One of
them is a role that you have, well, the people of Maui County have three different
departments in the County that actually have attorneys, as far as I'm aware of:
Department of Corporation Counsel; obviously, the Prosecuting Attorney; and Council
Services. So, those are all, those are all of the attorneys available and I think if this, if
this agenda item 19-107 gets referred to the GET Committee, that's something that
Chair Molina could actually take up at his discretion in looking at what, what the County
can do from a legal point of view; whether its Prosecuting Attorney, Corporation
Counsel, or Council Services.

The other thing is that there are, there are options and right now, as Shay Chan Hodges
mentioned earlier, part of the discussion we had with the Governor on Friday was they
just received these documents back from the Federal Reserve as part of the
Governor's FOIA. And there's about, there's over 600 pages of documents, and so
they're reviewing those and looking at what from the point of view, if the Governor's
Office and potentially the Attorney General's Office, is what are the options moving
forward.

So, another thing, another way that the County could be involved is actually working
with the State of Hawaii, you know ... and they could choose to do that and looking at
what actual actions would cost to move forward and build a, you know, allocated
resource for that and cost-sharing with the State. And that's one of the reasons why
we're actually suggesting that County Communication 19-108 actually be referred to
the Economic Development and Budget Committee. And there's a whole bunch of,
there's, and I could go on and on in terms of what the potential strategies are, but I
think the fact that these, these are referred to those Committees, it actually could be
taken up in those Committees what the different strategies are.

COUNCILMEMBER KAMA: Thank you.


